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Matters of time

4th Phun Phacts

Every week we spend time chasing 
down a handful of timecards. Like 
yours, our time matters.

Please remember to get your time-
cards to your foreman or superinten-
dent on Friday. Your timecard is your 
lifeline to your paycheck. If compen-
sation for your efforts is important to 
you, filling out your timecard daily 
and getting it in on Friday should also 
be important.

More and more contractors want ICRA trained workers

John Adams and Thomas Jef-
ferson have a lot in common. Both 
served as President of the United 
States. Both were among 56 people 
that signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and both died on the same 
Independence Day, July 4, 1826.

Americans light about 200 mil-
lion pounds of fireworks each your, 
and most are imported from China, 
nearly $250 million worth. And 
Americans consume about 150 mil-
lion hot dogs on July 4. 

The expression about providing 
your “John Hancock” signature 
comes from an actual guy named 
John Hancock, who was President 
of the Continental Congress and was 
one of the signatures on the Declara-
tion of Independence.

The first draft of the Declaration 
of Independence was written in June 
1776. The Continental Congress 
actually declared independence on 
July 2, 1776, and the Declaration 
wasn’t signed until Aug. 2, 1776, 
and it wasn’t delivered to Great 
Britain until November 1776.

Follow RTL Construction 
on the twitter machine

@RTL_Const

A group of RTL employees in Fargo recently completed the Union’s 
ICRA training. ICRA training is becoming more and more essential 
as contractors look to award projects in medical facilities.

More and more work in medical 
facilities is requiring that a contrac-
tor’s workforce has undergone ICRA 
training to contain dust and debris to a 
construction area.

Among its many training oppor-
tunities, the North Central Regional 
Council of Carpentry (NCRCC) offers 
an ICRA training course.

This 24-hour course includes four 
sessions from Monday through Thurs-
day night, and an eight hour “build” 
on Saturday. A large group from RTL’s 
crew in Fargo recently completed the 
ICRA course as a team.

Upcoming ICRA sessions in St. 
Paul are offered July 10-15, August 
21-26, September 18-23 and October 
23-28. The NCRCC would also put 
together a specific training for RTL 
employees.

Completion of this course increases 
the pool of RTL workers eligible to 
work in these medical facilities, and 

increases our opportunity in this 
increasing field.

Information on ICRA training and 

all NCRCC training can be found on 
the website at https://northcountrycar-
penter.org.

Raising the bar (code)
 on tool tracking 

Many of you have probably seen members of 
RTL’s tool tracking team scurrying about your 
jobsites slapping barcodes on your  RTL issued tools 
and the tools issued to that job.

RTL Construction has implemented a new bar 
code tracking system to help organize its tool inven-
tory.

With up to 70 jobs going concurrently, and nearly 
300 employees with issued tools, it’s increasingly 
important to know what is where.

This system will help RTL manage its assets, 
so that tool you need at your job can be found and 
delivered much more efficiently.

Please have patience during the implementation 
process, as with any new system, especially one 
involving technology, there are going to be bumps 
along the way.

But with certainty we’ll get there together.



RTL employee Dylan Shaney visited Europe this spring and 
toured a bunch of castles, including this one in Sankt Goar 
along the western bank of the Rhine River in Germany. It was 
constructed in 1245. Some of the walls are 13’ thick.
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Stepping into ancient history

AL Central
Team  W-L GB
Cleveland  45-39 -
Kansas City 44-40 1
Minnesota  44-41 1.5
Detroit  38-46 7
Chicago White Sox 37-47 8 

Recent scores
Minnesota 6, Baltimore 4

“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 

Happiness.”
- Thomas Jefferson

Author - Declaration of Independence

Injured?
Do this...

RTL wants
you.

The construction season will 
soon be in full bloom. That means 
that help will be wanted. Histori-
cally our best avenue of quality 
help is from in-house references.

If you know someone that would 
be a good addition please have 
them stop by and fill out an appli-
cation.

RTL has put together a hiring 
inceptive program. If you refer 
someone that becomes a long term 
member of our team, a $100 bonus 
will be rewarded. Another $200 is 
available after three months of con-
tinued employment, and another 
$200 after six months.

Beating the heat ...
rtl cookbook

Not looking to get yourself bogged down with heavy foods during those 
hot summer months? Give this refreshing BLT Pasta Salad a try and you 
might never look back.

Ingredients

BLT Pasta Salad
2 ½ cups uncooked bow tie 

pasta
6 cups torn romaine lettuce
1 medium tomato, diced
4 bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled
½ cup ranch dressing
¼ teaspoon pepper

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Cook pasta according to 

package directions. Drain. Then 
rinse pasta under cold water.

2. In a large bowl, combine 
the romaine lettuce, tomato, bacon 
and pasta.

3. Drizzle the ranch dress-
ing and barbecue sauce over the 
top. Gently toss to coat evenly. 
Season with pepper. Serve imme-
diately and enjoy.

If someone is to suffer a work-
related injury, proper procedure on 
the jobsite is a must. 

If the situation is an emergency, 
call “911” IMMEDIATELY. 

In non-emergency situations, re-
port all injuries to the job foreman 
immediately. If the foreman is not 
available, the job superintendent is 
next in line. If this not an option, 
Safety Director Steve Gillman 
(612.802.7843) should be notified.

If the injury requires additional 
treatment, the injured party must 
be accompanied to the nearest 
Minnesota Occupational Health 
clinic, which is posted in the gang 
box, and Steve Gillman should be 
notified.

Injured parties are required to 
complete a post-accident drug 
screen, and will not be permit-
ted to work until the results are 
received by the RTL office and 
found favorable. Also, all clinical 
documentation must be submit-
ted to the RTL office indicating 
whether or not the injured is 
cleared to return to work.

Silica enforcement pushed back
As many of you know RTL has 

been increasing the awareness of the 
silica standard that is soon coming 
into effect. OSHA has pushed back 
the date for enforcement of the new 
standard to Sept. 23, 2017. The current 
standard was put into place on June 
23.

RTL Construction went the extra 

mile and performed the required air 
monitoring to help gain an under-
standing of silica exposure on site. 
Measures have been put in place to 
control silica exposure for the tasks 
performed on site.

On a positive note, the exposure 
levels for routine tasks performed by 
RTL employees were relatively low.


