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A model of the mod rating?
RTL’s MOD rating improved, but injuries increased

Two thousand-seventeen produced
more workers working more hours to
complete more projects than any year
recent history, and yet RTL Construction’s safety rating improved from the
previous year.
Insurance companies, OSHA and
contractors reference a sub-contractor’s Experience Mod Rating (EMR)
when rating a contractor’s safety performance. The EMR is generated from
a formula comparing the number of
days lost to injury and OSHA citations
in comparison to total hours worked.
An EMR starts at 1.0, which is
average. Many General Contractors
require that a sub-contractor’s EMR is
below 1.0 in order to bid on a project.
RTL’s EMR Rating entering 2017
was .77, which is pretty impressive,

Despite an improvement in its MOD rating, RTL
Construction had 28 recorded injuries in 2017,
up from 18 in 2016.
but more importantly RTL didn’t rest
on its laurels. Instead, it continued to
emphasize the importance of working safely, resulting in a lowering of
RTL’s MOD rating to .63 as we enter
2018. This is the good news.
The bad news is that RTL recorded
28 injuries in 2017, up from 18 in
2016. Hours for 2017 increased by
28,000 from 2016, 456,000 vs
428,000.
Those figures indicate that the
work is not finished in keeping RTL’s
workers and its work sites safe. Sixty-

four percent of RTL’s recordables for
2017 were individuals that had been
with our organization for less than six
months, an alarming figure.
A majority of a new hire’s orientation centers around working safely,
yet somehow the message isn’t hitting
home. RTL will work harder to help
the field recognize when they are
working alongside new members of
the team, so that we can work to ensure that new faces to our organization
understand our expectations, and go
home each day fully intact.

Save big money
From Missouri to Wichita
and now Sun Prairie, Wi.,
RTL Construction has along
history of helping people
save big money at Menards.
Although slowed by cold,
RTL Construction is making
steady progress on a new Menards store in Sun Prairie.

How to handle a work-related injury?

If someone is to suffer a workrelated injury, proper procedure on
the jobsite is a must.
If the situation is an emergency,
call “911” IMMEDIATELY.
In non-emergency situations, report all injuries to the job foreman
immediately. If the foreman is not
available, the job superintendent is
next in line. If this not an option,
Safety Director Steve Gillman
(612.802.7843) should be notified.
If the injury requires additional
treatment, the injured party must
be accompanied to the nearest

Minnesota Occupational Health
clinic, which is posted in the gang
box, and Steve Gillman should be
notified.
Injured parties are required to
complete a post-accident drug
screen, and will not be permitted to work until the results are
received by the RTL office and
found favorable. Also, all clinical
documentation must be submitted to the RTL office indicating
whether or not the injured is
cleared to return to work.

Follow RTL Construction
on the twitter machine

@RTL_Const

News
and
Notes

Super Phun Phacts

Unless you’ve been off the grid
for the last two years, you probably
knew that Super Bowl LII (52 for all
you non-Romans) took place in Minneapolis on Feb. 4.
The Minnesota Vikings (13-3)
were only the fourth team to qualify
for the playoffs in a year they host.
The others, Miami Dolphins (‘94
and ‘98) and the Houston Texans
(2016) were both eliminated in the
Divisional round.
Minneapolis last hosted the big
game in 1992, when the Buffalo Bills
fell to the Washington club 37-24.
The population of the Metro Area
was 2.5 million in 1992, compared
to over 3.5 million today. Also, at
1.75 million square feet, US Bank
Stadium is nearly twice the size of
the Metrodome. Also, a 30 second ad
cost $850,000 in ’92, compared to $5
million today.
Also, there were 4,460 hotel rooms
downtown in 1992, compared to
8,612 today.

Enter your time
It’s 2018. For years people have
left the horses tied up in the barn
and taken vehicles to where they go.
Tracking time has also evolved.
The days of chasing paper time
cards on a Friday are no longer.
Computer Ease Time Entry ap
has made tracking time as easy as
a swipe of the finger. But it has
re-emphasized the importance of
taking two minutes at the end of
each day to enter your time.
The grace period is about over for
those who need a reminder to enter
their time. This is a pretty simple
equation – take the time to enter
your time to get compensated for
your time. It is next to impossible to
keep track of 200 people.

Lending helping hands rtl cookbook

RTL carpenter Joe Yankton had the
opportunity to travel to Corpus Christi
earlier this fall to help restore a youth
center that was flooded as a result of
Hurricane Harvey. Harvey hit Corpus
Christi with 130 MPH winds on Aug.
25.
Harvey, a Category 4 storm, was
the most costly natural disaster in
United States history, leaving $180
billion of damage in its wake. It left
nearly one-third of Houston underwater, the fourth largest city in the
United States (population 6.6 million).
Twenty four inches of rain fell in the
first 24 hours and 51.88 inches were
recorded just outside of Houston.
Corpus Christi is on the Gulf of
Mexico, about 200 miles southwest of
Houston.
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Good enough for a champ.

Joe Yankton helped restore a
youth center in Corpus Christi.

OK, maybe your stomach can’t
handle it, but a Phili Cheese Steak
sandwich is a real champion. You’ll
need
- 1 loaf Italian or French bread
- 1/2 lb ribeye roast
- 1 white onion thinly sliced
- 1 green bell pepper thinly sliced
- 2 teaspoons garlic
- 1/2 lb provolone cheese
- salt and pepper
Cook onion and bell pepper on hot
skillet in olive oil, 6 to 8 minutes. Add
garlic, salt and pepper and cook for

30 seconds. Push mixture to one side
of griddle.
Add meat, cook while continuously
flipping meet and shopping until not
pink, about 2 minutes.
Mix all together in griddle, divide
into 2 portions and cover with cheese.
Slice bread lengthwise and cut in
half for 2 sandwiches. Hollow some of
the soft white and place face down on
top of meat and cheese. When cheese
is melted, flop the sandwich and add
topping and serve immediately.

Manage the tools you’ve been issued
RTL wants you to be equipped with
the right stuff to get the job done, and
that investment is evident by the tools
used on-site.
Each individual is issued his or her
own personal tools, as well as a variety of items issued to each job. Hilti
OnTrack has made it easier than ever
to manage our tool inventory.
Please remember how important

it is to keep track of the tools you’ve
been issued, to make sure you grab
all your tools and safety equipment
whenever you are moved from one job
to another.
If you have any question as to what
has been issued to you, please contact
your foreman or the office and that
information can be provided.

The Carpenter’s union in the
Twin Cities also offers a number
of training courses throughout the
year to help its membership gain
knowledge and experience.
A complete list of training
opportunities can be found on the
North Central States Regional
Council of Carpenters website at
ww.northcountrycarpenter.org.
Drop down on “Training/Education” at the top of the screen for a
complete list of offerings.
These classes are available in
the evenings and are offered free

of charge. Call the training center
at 651.646.7337 to register.
RTL Construction can arrange
classes specifically for RTL
employees with a minimum of six
participants.
In coming months classes are
being offered for ICRA, doors
and hardware and welding, among
others.
In coming months Stepping up
to Foreman, Blue Print reading
and I-Pad Basics and Bluebeam
are being offered.

Make yourself better ... you choose

Weekend of walleye makes for nice escape
A pair of unidentified RTL anglers made their way to Lake of the
Woods earlier this winter for an extended weekend of pursuing Minnesota’s most prized trophy, the walleye. The duo claimed to have
landed somewhere near 50 fish during their extended get-away, the
sizes of which have varied depending on the timing of their story.
Remember, ice is never completely safe, and soon those fish-houses
will need to be off the lakes.

“Individual commitment to a group effort – that is what makes a
team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”
- Vince Lombardi
Legendary coach guy

